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= Hough the Hite Writers or the Relivion 
Bal of Rome, Have manifeſtly A 20 
nn. pour in difference by Antiq 
oven then our fide © 5 red to Land v 
= That Trial : yet their 3 do till 
tm their private. application to ſuch as have nut 
time, or ability tv read the Fathers, confidently - 
frm,” that all the Ancient Councils and Primitive 
Doctors are on Yherr fide. This bold aſſertion hurh 
been ſufficiently confuted, by many large anil dearn- 
ed Treatiſes, and is abundantly diſproved by their 
inventing ſo many ſparious, and corrupting ſo many 
genuine Tracts of the holy Fathers, by their reject- 
ing ſo many Councils and parts of Councils, (ſome 
of which were formerly approved and owned by their 
own Popes) by their Index Expurgatorius, and by 
Wenn 252 one half of whoſe Volumi nous 
Hiſtory is man 71 ftly ſpent in warding off the blows, 
which the doctrine and practice of Antiquity gives 
to the opinions and uſages of his beloved Church: 
jet ſince thoſe who are moſt in danger to be miſled 
by their own reverence for the Venerable name of 
Antiquity, and theſe mens arrogant claims to it, 
are not likely to read all theſe things; I hope it may 
be ſerviceable to them 16 ſelect a few of the Plaineſi 
2 in· 


IT) he PREFACE. 
Tuſtances, and put” their into a little room, that f 
"without much labour; they muy diſcern the preſent 

Religion of the Roman Church, is quite different 
from that profeſt by the Primitive ages : and if it 


do but put ſuch as are attacked upon a ſerious in- 


quiting of their gun Guides (many 55 
very Skilful is theſe ancient Writtys) they are ſafe; 
becauſe the only advantage of ſuch as do aſſault 


them is when men take their bare words, and be. 
lieve their general. brags, without inquiring | into 
particulars: wherefore I ſhall defire ſuch - ſeriouſly 
«to read this little Tract, and as the, former did 
ſpew. the boly: Scriptures were "oppoſite to them, 
o this will make it evident, that Councils and Fa- 
_ thers, and Church Hiſtory are againſt them in 
«» tboſe points: So that, if Genuine Antiquity may 
be" Fudge, theirs is the New, and. ours. the Old 
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Between a 7 
PROTESTANT. MINISTER: 
And one of his. 


PARISH] ONERS, 
| Who had been Atte mpted 


4550 r A 
ROMISH PRIEST. 
PARISHIONER. 


IR, I come to acquaint you, that al- 
= \(S though by the good inſtruftions Thad 
received from you, I was enabled to 
anxſwer all thoſe planſible arguments 
bes FAREN 9 — Scripture, by which the 

Romi 
me from my Religion, yer he had the confidence to 
ſet upon me again, and without urging any thing 
further out of Gog' 5 _—_ he began to tell me, * 
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Prieſt endeavoured to dra 
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Inſtances, and put th 


The PREFACE. 


em into a little room, "that 
"without much labour, they: muy-diſcern the. preſent 
Religion of the Roman Church, is quite different 
from that profeſt by the primitive ages: and if it 
do but put ſuch as are attacked _ a ſerious in- 
quiting of their vn an which are 
very Skilful is theſe ancient MWriti 5) ; hey are bfe 
becauſe the only a vantage of ſuch as do aſſault 
them is when. men take their bare Words, and be- 
lieve their general Prags, wit l out. inquiring into 

iculars.: wherefore 1 ſhall. efire ſuch - ſeriouſly 


10 read this little Tract, and as the former did 


ſbem the boly Scriptures were oppaſite to them, 


«ſo this will make it evident, that Councils and Fa- 


-thers, and Church Hiſtory are againſt them in 


tboſe points: So that, if Genuine Antiquity may 
be 1 e, theirs is be e . ours the Old 
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1 Nene nn 5 Nen 4p at 
PROTESTANT: MINISTER: 
And one of his. 


PA R ISHI O NER S. 
| Who had been Attempted 


BY A 


ROuISH PRIEST. 


PARISHIONER. 


IR. I come to acquaint you, that al- 
8 8 though by the good inſtructions Thad 
s received from you, I was enabled to 
T5). 1 1 anſwer all thoſe plauſible arguments 
Ge SE - I raken CI Scripture, y which the 
Romiſh Prieſt endeavoured to arau 

me from my Religion, yet he had the confidence to 
ſet upon me again, and without urging any thing 
further out of Gog's mo he began to teil me, that 


3 the 


„ 


"The Paul peo Fs a 


| 5 2 1 icient Fathers ana 3 * 
tergreters of Seri 7 ani tbat they all deter-. 


mined on their ſiae as to all the points aifcourſed of 
between ws. I deſired him to make this out to you, 
; who were able to judge of his Authorities, but this 


int, on nc i was 


bes 
which he de neu, du theneſorò be 44 
go on witÞ his ee Bur feel} 


Skill j in Antiquity, 414. , no great * before 
ta rely on his integrity, Feſolved to give an * 


ta you (who. are the, guide of xs (oat) of the 


ce of what he ſas, and to requeſt- you to in «x 


me what is the ſenſe of Antiquity in all theſe points. 
Prot. Min. | al herby * with your deſire, 
and do exceedingly commend your Prudence, that you 
would not truſt the partial relatipn of ond ſide onh, 
in 4 marter whereſn yohr Soul was .concetned, nor go aff 
from the Church in which you were Baptized (as too 
many ds) without ever JN with us, who are 
aur ſpiritual Guides, arid u cally ſhow | you the 
alſhood of theſe pretences. 1 uity indeed is 2 
large field, and I muſt be endleſs if I ſhould bring in 
all the paſſages thereof which vindicate us, and con. 
2 chem 3 e 1 will an] ve, bit a 4 - 
the plain 06 every fg 
wed them 1 1 together E the funk hs Yi 
pretences upon each heac | 
Pariſh. I hu gratefully accept yonr kind offer; 
and Fremember he firſt aſſured me, the Holy Father: 
Ain not make the Sariptures the ſole Rule of Faith. 
Prot. Min. I affirm-the Fathers do (with us). make 
Scripture the ſole Rule of Faith, and therefore ſay; Th. 
hoiy ans divine Seriptures are of Themſelves abutr 
dantly ſefficient for declafing the Trurh®. I 
ptboſe things which are glaiuiy laid 46wn' in holy 
Scripture, are e all that relates ie. . ar 
"Ax at 


* A; bind. orat. cont, 1dol, 1 


ere = wH.sw 


arg add God's E And bid the people My 


. Rs de * — * 5 i ; . * — * — 2 nn. 
©, Romulh Prigſt \dnſever d. 7 


Mammers . Due Heriptures „in the rule our 
Doct rina. They are the exatt. 1 of and 
rule d. Ia he. — and. holy." Myſteries of Faith 
0 the leaſt thingunuſt be taught without holy Tit 
agkoe to ite. And\ therefore. Coxſtautius defired the 
Biſhops in the Council, af Nice, La ſcel for a ſolus 
ion ofe als beit Aoubss.. hoop the, diviuely inſpired 
tures. And in all eminent, Councils after- 
The: holy Geſdels were laced on a Throne, 
repreſenting Chreſt the hend of, the Council, aud di- 
h e Biſbaps to Junge: righteous judgment 8 

And therefore all ancient Councils and Fathers cite 
— of Garipaure . cenfure Hereticks and confirm 
the Truth. 

Pariſh. The Prieſt. ſaith, he. Aoth nor deny, but 
rhe Make neueneneiy off Scripture, hut then he af- 
firms they cited Traditions alſo, aud gave as much 
regana' ro: them. as ta hay Scriptune. 
+: Pror: Min. The Fathers cite Traditions for the 
moſh” pant onl im caſe of Rites and Ceremonies, and 
matters: of Di ine, but very rarely in matters of 
Faith b. And) i they did cite any Traditions in that 
caſe, they were written Teftimanies of the preceding 
Docturs, of which the Ancient Councils are full, and 
they received theſe Traditions, Eirſt, becauſe they 
were: le to Scripture i. And Secondly, - 
cauſe they were not the ſenſe of one Perſon, or-- one 
Church, but were taught and believed 4a/2vays, every 
aohere, and by aul *. And therefore they call it 
Ph/tenacy and Proſuumption to, prefer human Tradi- 


A 4 


15 ae dad Chriſtian. * 2, ca _ © Idem de bon. 
2" G5 Hum. 1 13. in 2. ad Corinth. 
1 LH Jt. Sur. 4 £ Conſt * * iſt. ap. B/zzwn. T. 1. p. 309. 

22 l. AA Theofel e Synod. Epheſ. 

b Ter. . Ay b. * 25 & 9 Sanct. cap. 25. Aug. 

* Vinceut. 
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ty vale 9 7 e re , Gods . to 
eſtabliſh their own Traditions Affirming, be | 
Sword of Goa would deſtroy bbat which Men feigned i the 
umder rhe name of Ap 6 we Tradition, \withour ill of 
the Autbority and eftimony of *Seriprure v. Ob. cu. 
ſerving, that when Hereticks were reproved by Scripe- A 
ture, they rejected their Authority, faying, None could W. 
find our [ruth except they knew the Apoſtles Txadi- W thc 
tions as well "as their Writings 9. And the Mani- ne 
chees pretending they had ſome Ap 188 Tradi- I wh 
tions differing from their Writings; on 2 2 in ſaid, ſai 
This did 55 ſe rhe Apoſtles ærere il! Men, r {peak fen 
one thing ani e a "another v. And the firſt time Fs 
that ever I can remember Tradition was pretended ina an 
matter of Faith without Scripture," was in that ignorant Il . 
and corrupt Council, which fer up. as ere * er. 
bove 7co Years after Chriſt a. Woot 
Pariſh. Sir, Gag Laſt diſeourſes this Genrleman, 12 

T then ſpe ned bim that tir Traditions were many 7 
of them contrary to Scripture, and now I pergeive | 
rhe Fathers for that veryregſon, would have: rejected Wl ih 
them as wwell as woe. But He told me,; I was miſtaken W rit 
in that; For 'the "Father; vutned'theT' "Se Aug 0 


The Church above the Scripture, and that St. A 

tin ſaid, He would not bave believed: the Goſpel, 
that he was moved by che Authority of e 

Church r. 105 10 55 

Prot. Min: There is ſuch a ſaying in St. Ae 
but they apply it falſly when they gather from thence, 
"that the Traditions of any one particular Church (as 
that of Rome is) are to be valued equal to the Scrip- 
ture: For even Popiſo Authors ſay, St. Aug. here 

Fakes the Church "ok be N ve- es; 6-1 of 


* 
5 Ad PI „ vun. in 4. pr 1 85 I, 
* 5 a4 Poten 2 ha, J. 3. c. 4 2 4 2 45 trop er. 1 
Leg. &. Proph, J. g. 1. , Conci Gl. Maus 2. Big. Tom. 3 . * 
par. 1. p. 70. - 3 Avg. Fou. Ep. Fund. c. * 5 3 
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h Faithful which ſam and heard Cbriſt, and aue 
zit witneſſes fe And that He is 10 — of 
the Catholic Church, which was from the beginning 
if Chriſtzanity, accoraing to the Succeſſion of | Biſhops, 
even till uo, taking in the Apoſtles. rhemſetves *, 
And beſides, ta bear witneſs to a Book that it is God's 
Word, as the Church doth, gives the Church no Au- 
thority over that Book, to alter or contradict it; no 
more than the witneſſes of my Father's Will, can alter 
what he there ſer down. Hence, a zealous Romaniſt 
faith, He cannot approue f their pride, who by rea- 
ſon of this ſaying of St. Auguſtin, would have the 
Fathers: Decrees to be of. more Authority, bonour 
and weight, than the Authority of the Seriptwre, . 
which (ſaith he) is as fooliſn as ta pretend Philip mas 
greater than Chriſt, becatſe he brought Nathan 
Pariſh. He further ſaid, vou breed nothing but 
Differences and Diviſions among your People by let. 
ting them read the Scripture : it were better for 
them ta take their Faith upon the Church's Authba- 
rity; as they did f old. 6128 
Prot. Min. This is one of their modern Roman 
policies; but it is contrary to the Practice of the Ans 
cient : Church ; for the Old Teſtament was tranſlated 
into Greek, and the New writ in that Language, 
becauſe it was then the moſt common Language, and 
begatiſe the Gentiles ſhould not plead they could not 
underſtand it x. Moreover (that the Common People 
of all Nations might read it) as ſoon as any Country 
was conyerted, the Scripture was turned into that 
Language: ſo Ujlas tranſlated it into Gothic v, and 
Bede the Goſpel into Savon. Hence came the - 
thiopick , Arabick, Perſian, Syriack, and orher 


Je. Gerſon de Vit. Spirit. leck. 2. t Driedode Eccl. Scrip. 
_—_— 4. . 4. u Tho. Walden Doctrinal. I. 2. c. 21. 
* Clem. Alex. Strom. l. 1. y Iſidor. Chronol. 


3 Gul, Malmſ. I. 1, c. 3. Ludolf. Hiſt. Abaſſ. I. 3. c. 4. 


rr 
9996 . * 


read it: And accordingly, the Fathers echort ay - men 5 
to teac the Holy Scripture, and commend them for ſo 4 
doing e; Hear me; O- yo' Bay mem (ſaich St.Chryſof. Wl ;: 
rote) F eberf you ad ro-procure. fon your: ſolve I ; 
_ Bibles, which are rhe Medicines: for your Souls 4; i -- 
_ advifing-them, Nor oniy to bear it ar Church, but to 5 
tend it lihgenmy as bume *: yea, they require; that 1 
Women ſhall daily read the Scripture , and teach their If 
Heile Children alſo ſo to do : wherefore, they diſown th 
that unlawful Policy of theirs, To take away: a thing 4 
 whith God commands; merely becauſe ſome make aa | (1 
Fah Bus be 7014 me; he liber of: Reading  j 
fees little, fince the People of ola were not allow. th 
'e4 to judge of the ſenſe of Scripture; for the An 
rents hela, That the Church was the ſole Interpreter 
Prot. Min. T knew one that ever hindered the A 
People then from underftanding the Scriprure as well 
ag they could; indeed the Ancients adviſe them, in'dik 
-* Keyllt places to conſult their Paſtors ; but thoſe Paſtor 
kad no Hhberty to interpret any Scripture | contrary 
to right Reafon, or to another Text, or to the &- 
nalogy of Faith. Pope Innocent (withaut excepting 
Hinftelf or his See) faith, I is lauf fon no man f 
imerpret Scripriare otherwiſe than right Reaſot 
Permiten: and another Pope affirms, . T har rhoj 
rhings which were delivered by tbe Apoſthes coul 
nen her be angmented or diminiſbed by bim . Au 


: e 


73 n Bibl. Polyg)ot, | Fg de T Pp. SST S148 
Apol. | 4 8 „9. Gbr) WIN om. in Colo * 9. ; 

- © Idem Hom. 29. in libr. Gene. 1 Hieron. ad Demetr. Ef 
nn n 
mant. pri it, 23. +» 3 Epiſt. Pap, Celeſt. in Cg 
cilio Ephebn, - N | 1 | 5 KO: 
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Renne Priel „ee „ 
ihet the Fathers met in Councils, rodnoed, 

pt ure for 4 65 ! 7 Opinions,” an 
5 2 5 ſtimonibs unh a” — . 
9285 100 00 did nor produce the Senſe of anyi 
one Church. but * the written Teſlimonies of alb 
precedin hg Fichiers concerning che meaning of any diſ⸗ 
pale xt, and ſo proved this Expöſition ro be 


"Yon Huub no graned thar'rhe Sori pruro 
is.to by expoundet #ccoraingto be of t C- 
th 9 hurch ; an he fun b, ik 10 tho Au- 
ok 70 ok the Roman Cirarch' wo 55 the Carbokiek 
urc : ads be TT EN FIC 
1 Min. The Adela wok us Church of 
Rome for a particular Church, andꝭ other Biſhops called 
oy Pilbop of Rome, rot her and Fellow - Miniſter. 
0 Rhe firſt Lengrak Cauncit limits his Jurifdiction to the 
er Sur bicariau Regions, which did not include all 
Raty m; and the Supreme Power in HRaly was in Sc: 
Ambroſe as well as * n: yea the Pope is called 


7 wa 


ican Council did decree, he ſhould not be called 
Univerſal Biſhop v. He was of old but one of 
the Five Patriarchs; and when he took the Fide.of 
niverſa} Biſhop, the Biffrops of Comnftanrii 
Mexandriz, &c. took the fame Title. Indeed 
the Roman Biſhop was Orthodox, Rome was counted 
a Catholick Church: and ſo when the Biſhop of An- 
nuch was Orthodox, fuch as communicated with him 
were ſaid to communicate with the Catholic Chnrek . 
And the Emperor faith of Fernſalem, I hat all re. 


L ſpeed that Church as the Mother of wk at 


. r rien. ad Anton. Ep. 52. ' pr. in Epiſt. ad Cornet 
& ad Stephan. m Concil. __ Can. 6. & Bevereg. Not. 
ibid. n. Sulpiting Sever. p. 4 o Hieron. Catal. Script. 


000 12 . & adverſ. A gilant. p. * Optat. Miley. V 1. P. 37. 


am. 1. p. 5 
bh e Monument, Ecclel; | Grace. per Corel, Tom. 11. p. 361. 
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1 5 ig,ro the ſen ſenſe of che whole Catkolick Church. 


4 5 Ancients, T SIe of one Citys; and an 
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l ee Arguments. of @ 
une 0 eee 40 ſeparate themſelves from it r: 
 $oalfo the Riſhop.of Rome's Faith is ſometimes com. 
mended, becauſe: it agreed with the Faith of the Bi. 

1 the Pope, upon his Elec. 
tion, uſed (like Phan; iſhops) to write to all his 
Neighbours, to certify them of his holding the true 


Faith : and heibwned himſelf obliged to keep the Ca- 


none ſaying, The Authority of his See ud neither 
alter ner. contraditt the Starutes of the Holy Fa. 
thers >, And if this abſurd. Notion: of the Roman 
Church's Senſe being + the Senſe of the Catholick 
Cbarch, bad been belfeved of old, there had been no 
need for the Emperor and — to ha ve been at fo 


much Charge and Trouble to call and meet in Genetal 


Councils; for it had been no more but writing to 
Nome, and there they might have had the Senſe of 


the Catholick Church: but thoſe forging Monks who, | 
(as one of their own late Authors tells us) have corrupt 
ed ancient Books, could not find the Word Roman 


Catholick Church, and ſo impudently put it into the 
Printed Epiſtles of the Popes of the fourth and fifth 
Centuries ; ſo that „= there was theſe Words, 
Carbolick and A poſtolick Church, they have now made 
it Roman Catholick and A poſtolick urch &; Fr! 
Fargery would not have been 4p 5 if Antiquity ha 
believed (as they without any ground affirm) T haz 
the Roman was the Catholick Church. 

-» Pariſh. He tells me, you love to diſparage their 


Church; but ſaith, if you ſo pleaſes, you might brin 
in 6s many Proofs out. of Aungquity, that the .f 


of Rome was counted Succeſſor tol St. Peter, who was 


Superior to all the Apoſtles, and Chriſt's by Vicar 


upon Earth. 


+ Jallin roi, ad Papam Hor:miſd. Biy. Tom. Il. or I, 
Baron. Annal. An. 454. Ids. Decret. Epi paſſim. 
uv Epilt. Zozimi Bin. om. p. 718. P 
* Annot. in Cnones pæntent. Theodori p. 99. & 107. 
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Apoſtles, but no the Chief 
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'Romiſh Prigſt, > Hnfwered.. © 1 3 
Prot. Min, It is not much for their Church's Credit 
that barely relating Paſſages of Antiquity ſhould+be 


to diſparage ber; but pray, Sir let: me give yon the 
Senſe of the Ancients about St: Peterls:Supremacy, for 
which there is not the leaſt ground in Scripturep as 
you told him and IL aſſure you there is as little 
ground for it in Antiquity: for the Fathers ſay, The 
other Apoſtles: were aubat Peter zwa, and endowen 
with equal ares of Honoum und Power y'; ani 
that St. Paul compareth himſelf not rhe orhe) 


every one of tbem had equal 
World was intruſted with them all in common “. 
The ſtrength of the Church is equally ſettled on them 
all d: yea, a Cardinal of their own, being convinced 
by this Evidence, declares, It is tuly air mea, that all 
Mpeſties were: equal toc Peter in Power ©: And 
gh ſome of the Fathers do; ſpeak great Things 
Rhetorically of St. Peter, they ſay as great Things 
him is but a Primacy of Order, not of Juriſdiction; 
whence St. Mierom ſaith, As Plato ⁊was the Prince of 
the Philoſophers, ſo was Peter of the \ Apoſtles à: far 
none can imagine Plato had any Power over the reſt 
of the Philoſophers. The beſt Authority for this pre- 
tended Supremacy, are certain Decretal Epiſtles in the 
name of the old Popes for near four hundred Years 
together, which the learned Romaniſts conſeſs to ha ve 
been forged by a later Writer -; and theſe Epiſtles do 
every where moſt nauſeate and flatter the Roman 
Church with this Supremacy, of which there is no- 
thing in genuine Antiquity: beſides, though there be 


y Cypr, de Unitate Eccleſiæ. Iſtaor. de Offic. I. 2. c. 25. _ 

* Chryſoft. in Gal. cap. 2. ver. 8. [dem Tom. 8. p. 115. 

Heron. in Jovin. l. 1. c. 14. © Cuſan. Concord. Cath. I. 2. c. 13. 

J Hieron, dial. adv. Pelag. I. r. | | 8 

© Cuſan. de Concord. Cathol. I. 2. cap. 34. Fo. de Turrecrem. de 
Ecclel. l. 2. c. 101. Fo. de Driedo de dogm. & Scrip. Eccleſ. I. 1. c. 2» 


poſtles; and the moſt they give 
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The 1 Ne Ws 
good Bvidence)thar St. Pacer was Bi op of Antivoh f 
et ſome of their o Authors have denied his ever 
at Nome 8; and ethers cannot agree about the 
—g— — epatrnain he Lack was Bi- 
Mop'of;Rame; ſhut if he were, he could not give the 


ee Biſhops af thet City more Power than 

—̃ crank bur Pies <4 
what 

Sr Peter, it. can bold no Longer chan that Biſhap 


kozps 0 the«culy A patalical Frrh y l Fur be hach nat 
* Seter sinberitance, who inherits mot Perer's Faith i, 
Sanda Bucceſſron n Piety is the true Sucreſfion % , for 
che i not A paſtolical who holds the Seat, bur be 
* uo embraces the Docuine, and duth che Duty of 
an re ſor the Scribes and Pharzſees ſat: in 
Mess Chair. And for this Neaſon, all Ortho- 
den Biſhops were callediSr. Perer' MW 91s I and 
zSuccefiors to the Apoſtles: 
arif. However, Be afferrs: that nber 5s monhing 
Flainer in Eccleſiaſtical Story, than rhar ali the 
of ibe World huue in all A g oπον e the 
Pass to be the ſupreme Biſpop, and have appeales 
60: m in all Caſes; and be atrways called, and pre- 
Wien in 4 eee 222 compraned ther 1 
nes. 
e. 1 Min. 3 mere inſtances 3 in nth 
-Church Hoftory to confute this A ſſertion; for ther: 
-weifind, That Peter, James, and John, #ho1wh Chril 
preferred them before all others, did not Challewh 
the Primacy to themſetues, but choſe James t he Fil, 
"ny of rhe Afoſties®,, and accordingly the Biſhe 
of:Feryſaiem preſided in the firſt greatiCouncil there. 
"The African Biſhops did ſynodically 1 
tea 

7 Theodoret, Hi. 3 c.. le Rpiſt.86. s Aventin. An. 1. 2. p. V 57 
d Scalig * Eiſeb. p 189. , in L. 1.2... 16. 

1 Ambroſ a e Fœn. I. 1. c. 6. * Greg. Naz. Encotn. in Athmiſ 70 
* 3 Land. Tourin. ap. Weich. Mem. Lea. Tom. f. p. 275 | 
TI ®» Capitularia, I. 1. c. 163. = Eyed. I. a. % 1. Ahn 
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| ; WY Tos 
—f the Oriental Church truck the Nane 
of Rome out of their Diptychs f. t. 
tizes Pope iLiberius*; which wee 
9 — it they thought him their. 
but in thoſe days, every Biſhop had 7 120) A 
niſter tv his oem Church as Beploaſes ; and no tuppeals 
were allowed then but only to their own Metropulitaris 
or the Synod of their oπƷn Province t: yea, ther 
aullcthat 
ers only chaſe 


forbid to Rome From! view) 
in eee elt 'Terentlh 

„% go to Rome who lay near t ray zx. Aud ahr 
Ir 8 ſo mañyiOrthedoa Biſhrope Heſite 
ppeal to the Bifhop ef Nome dus, e voy 
of grout Bip ſhops of the Eaſt were then Arrens. 
n loſt evident, that two Biſhops iof Nome 
dM after that refuſed the proud and eie Wifi le 
x 83 Bip v. But an ill Suegeſſor of theirs ſoon 
| d che bloody Uſurper Phocat to appoinit, 
— the Nomen Hpofhalical Oburub ſpould:be the 
Head of wIÞChurohes®: But this uſurped Authority 
was always denied by the Baſtern Churches, and: the 
Biſhop of Alexanaria fill uſes the Title of Uiver- 
5 Bjbop, and unge of the Moruda. And in ithe 

eſt; the German Biſhops declared, That the Pope 
had no Power over them without their own Ware 
„their own Authors conſeſs the Roman Not 
a limited Juriſdliction of old e; and Pope Puſehui 
once — to no more than Tacidiction over: R- 


Tope'only,/as'Succeflor to Derer and ee 2 


1 Har. Chro. an. 10 mag ConfulBaſil. 9 
4 Cateler, Taz * 140 3 Hilar. Fragment, _ F 
bo Cypr. ad Steph. Pa 1 2. 
t Concil. 1. Nicæn. — 5. Vid. Bevereg. * ibid. 

.» Concil. Milev. cap. 22. Concil. Affric. 

* TZertul. de præſcript. c. 36. 1 clay. 2. decret. Ep. 8. 
Bin. Tom. 2. par. 2. p. 258; Greg. Mag. l. 7. Ey 


dhe Bu 
Hilary 


{ 
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* Paul Warntfrid. io Geſt. Largolard. Cola, Exercit. in'Bae 
ron. 16. d Aventini Annales l. 7. Epiſt. Germ. 
* e De Marca de Concord. I. 1. c. 1 = 12. 
d Paſchalis Epiſt. ad Eadmerum, l. 
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is The Piuaſhi driunients bf a 
that was more: than: Was allowed him. And we find 


other Biſhe 
Raman: 


bs 


s did ſometimes do thaſe things which the 
p doth now challenge ſor his peculiar, 
— — once had the Primacy of aclig 
— Faich, appelted and 9 — in a 
Faitb, a to ts Biſhop of Con. 
ſtantinople *: ys 51958 the; Poperſend/any Pall to the 
Biſhop vf eaendriasibus, the ducceſſor took it off 
fromihis Predeceſſarꝭs Neck after he was dead ©. And 
an for General. Councilo, it hath! been unanſwerably 
ö ep the Emperors; always called them h, and 
Popes have gwnedNit?.; yea; it was a Cardinal 
—3 Ins te finſt eigbhe Councils the Emperor 
2 hi :Officers always preſidea x. The Emperor 
called a Cauncikin Rumnetit ſelf i. The ſecond Gene- 
tal Council was held againſt Dan 28 mind m. And 
not only the — as Prefidents, confirmed the 
aſs of Genennt »Gounrils'®, hut Kings confirmed 
the Canons of their gwn National Councils , as may 
bei ſeemi the Cguscilsat Toleao, and in divers of our 
Exgliſh Synods. Selm. Concil. Ti om. 1. Florent. Vi. 
gor. "Anno; 1127. 1 2941. 24% 
Sd Pariſh. He proceezed 70 fe mne, that divers Bi- 
Paß proved their Haith Orthodox, becauſe they agrees 
with eite Faith of: the Roman Church, avhich ſhews 
bey believed its Determinatious in matters of Faith 
ro: r it For 4 Guide which could 
t err. 1 
Prot. Miu. This was * whoa there was an Or- 
thodox Biſhop at Rome, then it was a ſign of being 
Orthodox, to hold Communion with him; and ſo it 
was in _— time at Alerumaris and at W 
| | when 


+ © Liberati breviar. cap. 4 'F f Ibid. p. 232, © Ibid. p. 191. 
* — x of Matth. Tortum. p. = & 546. i Barrow's Supie- 


mm e & &® of KM & may 


7:2 E Leon. Epiſt. 1 cuſan. de Concord. 
3. c. 16. m Hicron. ad Euftoch. Epiſt. 27, n Baron. Anno 
573. Num. 2. o Tuſtin, Nove. 131. c. 1. Balxxii Not. in 


Capit. Tom, 2. * 1200. 
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Romiſh Prigſt, Auſtver d. 17 
when Flaviantzs was there; but no man thought for 
that reaſon either of theſe Churches to be Infallible.” 
St. Cyprian could not think the Pope infallible, 
when he calls him, Zrroneous, a Favourer of Here- 
ticks, and a falſe Apoſtle v»; nor he who ſaid, Thoſe 
at Rome had not kept things as they were delivered” 
to them at firſt 4; nor he who complained very early, 
That che Pope had exceeded the bounas of a Biſhop r. 
There was one Pope who approved the Fanatical Pro- 
phefiesof Mont anus f Tiberius agteed with the Ar- 
#1495 in all things . Honorius is condemned by Name 
for a Monothelite Heretic, in three General Councils 
ſucceffively n. And one of theſe 'Councils'profeſs they 
Anathematized him by the Holy Ghoſt x. ohn XXII. 
maintained Heretical Opinions 7: and the Council of 
Baſil faith, Pope Eugenius was a pertinacious Here- 
tick, deviating from the Faith. The Greek Church, 
ſor many years, refuſed to communicate with the Ro- 
nan, ſuſpecting it was infected with the Sabellian 
Hereſy * ; and the Fifth General Council decreed things 
in matters of Faith, contrary to the Determination of 
Pope Vigilius in a private Council of his own ® : and 
that Canon ſuppoſes: the Pope is not infallible, which 
faith, No man may judge him unleſs he be found to 
err from. the Faith e; yea, there are divers learned 


* MW Romanifts who confeſs the Pope is not [nfallible, and 
bring both Arguments and Examples to prove it * ; 

and one plainly: affirms, He may err in matters of 
Faith et: yea, the Biſhops of Germany call the Ro- 
nan Church Babylon, 3 T hat ſhe falfly brags 
t 


„err. Ep. 74. 4 [bid. Ep. 75.  * Socrat. Hiſt, I. 7. g. 11. 
| i Tertul adv. Praxeam. l. t. * Platins p. ro. Baron. An. 35. § 43. 
UY « ie. vi. vii. & viii. Concil. — „ 
1. Concil. Nicer. 2 Bin. Tom. 3. p. 1. p. 698. 
e. ? Chron. i. Thorn. col. 2057. 2 Concil. Baſil. Seſſ. 34, 
F Bin. Concil. Tom. 2. par. I. p. 659, | | 

1M * Crakenth, Vigil. Dormitans cap. 3. 
n 5 Suat i an. diſt. 4» Cap. fi Papa. | k ; ; | 

4 Theod. 3 Niem. I. 3. c. 6. Roger Widrington Tom. 2. p. 325, 
$32, 333. e Alphonſ. à Caſtro ady, her. l. 1. c. 4 
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ſbe never did nor can err, Anu. 866 f. 


* 


Te Plaifible A ee 


And none who. 
holds the preſent Doctrines of Rome, can deny that 
ſuch Popes were erroneous, who condemn the preſent 
Opinions of. the Roman Church: And then what will 
become of the Infallibility of Pope Leo and Gelaſius, 
who both declare againſt receiving the Sacrament on 
in pne kind ? And ho could the ſame Gelaſius be 
Ipfallible, w * => he affirmed, The Subſtauce of the. 
read aud Wine remains even after the Conſecra- 
tion b? Or was Gregory the Great an unerring Guide 
when he taught, Images were only to be retained in | 
Helps to Memory, but not to be attored '? and 
he taught, The Book of the Maccabees was not Ca: 
neuicat Scripture *? Which is evidence ſufficient to 
prove, That neither the Pope, nor Roman Church, 
are Inſallible. And the matter will not be mended dy 
pretending the — Council is Infallible; edbcadl 
we cannot hope free General Council now : 
And the Pope (according to them) is the higheſt and 
laſt In er of all the Decrees of Councils, and ſo 
may be ceived in his Ex tions, and miſlead thoſe 
who rely on him: but doubtleſs the Synod of Franc 
Fort did not think-Pope Avribs and his ſeventh Ge- 
neral Council at Nice, to be infallible'; if they bad, 
they would never have condemned or DoAtrine there 
eſtabliſned. x2 

Pariſh, I a/wways be bi this prerence of fall 
biliry a manifeſt Cover fo riues ie ' they 
know they cannot prove © e Reaſon: auù 70 1 
cure tbeir People From enqui ring too particularly 
tuto them, they ſay it is enough for them to believe 
as the Church believes ; and that this is no more thai 
is neceſſary, to prevent all Dil; Bates. Aud he tells 
me, 


Ser: 4. b 
e p. 109, 


f Ep. ad Pay Nicol- Aventini lib, 4. 8 Leo Ma 
8 1 Pap. Nic ap. Bin. Tom. 2. per. 1. p. 465. * 
h Ge * lib. contr. Eutich. 


ldem in Job J. 19. e. 13. 
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19 
me; Of old, when the Church had once determined 
any Paint, the People were to acguieſce, and diſpute 
110 more. ; n : 8 2 , n nr . 


. ” ih RIPE, 8 oF \ | Se of — 


Prot. Min. It is neither neceſſary nor poſſible there 


ſhould be no Diſputes, any more than no Offences, A- 
mong Chriſtians. Our Lord faith, Offences wil? 
come !; and St. Paul ſaith, There muſt be Hereftes'®. 


There hath been no Age, nor eminent Church, ſince 


the Apoſtles time, in which there hath not been Dis- 
putes: there age ſome in the Roman Church now 3 
and if there had been, or now is, a certain Remedy 

for them, the Ancient Church was, and the preſent Ro- 
man is, highly to blame nor to uſe it: But the Primi- 
tive Ages did not promote Ignorance to preſer ve Unity, 

nor require any implicite Faith to wrt variety of 
— The great pains they took to Catechiſe the 
Adult before Baptiſm, and Children after it; the 
many places of Seripture, and clear Arguments which 
WY the Councils brought to make out every particular Ar- 
ticle which they determined, do ſhew, they did not 
think it ſuſſiciens for the People to believe in the Lump 
all that the Church believed, without any Rea fon given 
to them. St. Fierom asks a Heretick, Why he be- 
lieved ſuch a Doctrine? He replied, He was told it 
vas true by him that Baptized bim : The Father an- 
; ſwers him, That if an Aria bad baptized him, ſure- 
y de would not have thought himſelf bound to believe 
all he had ſaid ; and ſmartly asks him, Nhat ſtrange 
Folly (Faith he) is this, To believe that which you 
40 not underſtand en? They gave then no more deference 
to the preſent Doctors, than St. u geſtine did to the an- 
cient ones, of whom he ſaith, Nen F read them, 
though they be never ſo holy and learned, I do not 
believe them becauſe they ſay ſo, but becauſe they 
in berſuade me the things are true by Canonical Authors 
\- coor. ang 

1 Matt. xviii. 7. . 
Heron. adverſ. Lucifer, Dialog: Tom. 1. p. 189. 
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ao The Plauſible Arguments of a 


and probable Reaſons v. The People indeed did ac. 
quieſce when the Church had determined any Points in 


a full and free Council, but not till they had been 


taught the Reaſons and Texts of N on which 
this was the 


they built their Determinations. An 
Original of publiſhing the Acts of Councils, and of 
writing Synodical Epiſtles to abſent and eminent Chur- 


ches: for they were ſo far from thinking Ignorance the 


Mother of Devotion, T har they declared, it was the 
Mother of ail Errorsy ; and bad two very bad 


Daughters, Miſtaking aud Doubtfulneſs 2. 


# . 


_ Pariſh, Whatever become of. theſe general things, 


he confidently avers, that the Roman Church's Doc- 


trine is all ſo certainly true, that you caunot ſpew 


any one Point wherem foe hath altered the Primi- 
tive opinions and practices: And to begin with the 
Peneration of Images, he ſaith, that it is a practice 
which (we are told by the Seventh Genetal Council) 
had always been in the Chriſtian Church from the 
time of Chriſt and his Holy 4 ae 
Prot. Min. That pretended General Council indeed 
doth affirm this, but cannot prove it, otherwiſe than by 
citing a few Teſtimonies (the ancienteſt of which are 
above 300 years after Chriſt) of ſome Pictures uſed in 
adorning Churches, but the adoration of them they 
cannot make out, ſaving by fabulous Legends, and 
Authors living but a little before their own time: And 
we can make it appear, that the Chriſtians, had no Ima- 
ges iu their Churches i 
nor in the time of Dioclefian f, It was not the Ca- 
tholick Chriſtians, but the Carpocratian Hereticks 
who made, and privately worſhipped the Images of 
Chriſt and St. Paul, but the Orthodox gave no ho- 
We uour 
o Auguſtin. Ep. ad Hieren. P Concil. Toletan. 4. Can. 25. 


q D. ternard. in Cant. Serm. 17. Al. Lamprid. vit. Se. 


veri, cap. 43. Baiux. Miſc. Tom. 11. p. 374. 
© Iren, adv, Her. I. 1. c. 2. Aug. in Pal, 1 13. de Hæreſ 
ap. Cotelcr, Tora, I pag. 287. Sts | 


es in the Emperor Severus's times, 


th 


nour to Images for fear of complying with the Vut: 
gar, ana making them think there was ſome kind of 
Divinity in them u: Yea, they declared, there could 
be nd Religion where there was any Image * And 
when Eyiphanius found a painted Veil with the picture it 
of Chriſt or ſome Saint upon it in a Church, he tore | 
it, and forbad the uſe of ſuch pituresY. The ancient it 
Doctors tell us, they deſerved to err who ſought for 1 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles on painted Walls, and not in 11 
8 cherr holy Writings *,. That the Chriſtians enjoyed 1 
be preſence of the Saints in their adiſcourſes, not 1 
bading the Images of their Bodies, but their Souls, 
or their ſayings are the Images of their minds a. 1 
V i' care not (faith another) to paint the bodily ſhapes it 
- ff of rhe Saints auith colours on Tablets, for we nſe not If 
' MW thoſe things, our care being ta imitate their vertuous | 
? W Converſarion d: Beſides, when the Fathers reproved 1 
che Heathens for adoring Images, and they made the $1 
ſame excuſes which the Roman Church now doth, v72, 

That it was not. the Image but the thing repreſented | 
| I which they worſhipped ;: thoſe holy Doctors did reject bi 
chis as na good excuſe . By which it is clear, they 
© © themſelves did hot then by Images adore the things re- I! 
n I preſented (as the Papiſts now do) becauſe it had been | 
n impudent and ridiculous thing to reject an excuſe 
d which they needed for their own Vindication. Euſe- 1 
d Bias ſpeaks of ſome new Converts who, had Images of 
Peter, Paul and Chriſt, but adds it was after the [| 
„ Pagan fashion 4. And it was but ſame of the igno- | 
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. rant multitude who began to worſhip Pictures in St. 
I Auguſtine's time . Afterwards when ſome zealous 


B 3 Bi- 


u Orig. in Celſum, lib. 7, _ *. LaFant, Inſtit. I. 2. c. 19 

y Epiphan. Ep. ad foan. Hier. 2 Aug. de Conſenſ. Evang. lib, 
1- cap 19, 2D. Chryſoft. Cit. in Concil. Nicæn. 2. p. 655. 

b Amphilocius ibid. p. 657. VLactan. Inſtit. J. 2. c. 2. Arnos. 
adv. gent. lib. 6. Orig. in Celſum, 1. 7. Aug. in Pſal. 113. Conc. 2. 

Euſeb. Hiſt. 1ib, 7. c. 8. Aug. de Morib. Eceleſ. Cathol. J. i. 
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22 The Pianſcble Argumente f a 


Biſhops defaced and broke fuch, Pictures and Images, 


as the ſuperſtitious Vulgar adored; Pope Gregory de- 


clared, I hey might rerain the Iiages, but muſt reach 
the People not to adore them: Commending ſuch as 
forbid men to adore Images, Which (he faith) avere 


placed iz Churches not ro be adored, hut toinſtrutt the 


winds of the ignorant 5 : So that the Synod of Nice 
contra dicted the received Doctrine of the Church, in de- 
creeing expreſly that Images ſhould be adored h: And 
the Roman Catechiſm is contrary to Pope Gregory, 
which faith, they are fer in Churches that they may 
be worſhipped. . Befides, the Decrees of that illite. 
rate Aſſembly at Nice were ſo little valued, that they 
were ſoon aiter condemned in the Eaſt x, and rejected 
by the Council of Fraucfort, and the Emperor Charles 
in the Weſt !: They were alſo ſolidly confuted in that 


age by Alcuinmns m, by Claudius Taurinenſis n, and 


by Agobardus Archbiſhop of Lyons, in a peculiar Tract 
lately Reprinted by one of their on Church o: From 
which Authors the German and Gallican Churches re- 
fuſed to adore Images for divers Centuries after, as their 
own Caſſandra proves v. Yea, in the twelfth Century, 
the Monks of Semphringham in Euglaud Decreed, 
They would haue no ſuperſtꝛuous Carving or Painting 
in their Monaſfteries or Churches, for by minding 
rhoſe things, the prost of Divine meditation, and the 
ſerionſneſſ of religious diſcipline is often neglectea a. 
How then can this be either an ancient or a Catholick 
Doctrine which was not believed at all of old, and ne- 
ver was generally received by all Churches? 
in 111. 114 4 Ariih. 


f Greg. Mag. lib. 7. 9 109. 8 Ib. 1. 9. Ep. 9. 

k Concil. Nicæn. 2: . i Car. Roman. p. 415 

* Platin. vita Adrian. p. 121,  ' Aventin., Annal. J. 4. 

» Hoveaen. Ann. par. 1. p. 405- . tn olf Memor. Led. 
Tom. 1 p-215- - | » Apgobardus de Imagin, 5 7 | 

Y Cofſand. Conſult. de Imag p. 592 © 

* Monaſt. Ang. Tem. 2. p. 725. An. Dom. 1148. 
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Angels, the ancient Chriſtians declared, They neither 


1 Romiſh Pyieſt, Anſtver d. 23 
Pariſh. I am glad vo find this ſcandalous practice 
of adaring Images is forbid by Antiquity as well as 
Scripture, and will deſire you to paſs on to another 
or; that is, the Invocation of Angels and Saints, 
for he ſaith, he 1s ſure that is an ancient prafice.” 
 - Pyor. Min. "Tis certain that to commemorate the 
names of Saints and Martyrs, to praiſe God for them, 
and to make Orations to commend their Examples to 
the imitation of others, is very ancient ; but all this 
Proteſtants do. But to call upon or addreſs Prayers 
to any Angels or Saints, came not in, till the Church be- 
gan to incline to Superſtition. Trenens condemns the 
invocation of Angels, ſaying, We muſt only pray to 
the Lord of all, and uſe the name of Chriſt *. We 
muſt not (faith another) adore Angels as Gods; for 
all our Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions and 
Thankſgivings, are to be made to the Supreme God, 

by him that 1s the great High-Prieſt, and above all 
Angels; the Irving Word of God —— adding, that it 
is not rational to call upon Angels ——and that 70 
evorſhip God by 7 doth ſufficiently oblige them to 
hen ſome in Phryg:ia and Piſidin, 
afterwards were for worſhipping Angels, The Council 
of Laodicea here forbid men to pray to them *, 
which Canon was ſo plain againſt the practice of the 
Roman Church, that one of their Authors changes 
the word Angelos into Angulos u by a manifeſt im- 
poſture: But though their Church kneel and pray to 


gave divine worſpip to Angels, nor divided their 
roorſpip between God and them; they oed them to 
be more excellent than men, but yet counted them 
their fellow ſervants x. The good Angels (ſay they) 


r Irenæ. adv. Hæreſ. I. 2. c. 57. Py Orig. in Celſ. I. 5. p. 233. . 
t Theodovet. in 2 Colofſ. Concil. Laodic. Can. 35. ä 
u Caran?.. in Concil. Laod. = Theodoret therap. Ser. 3. 
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24 The Planfible Arguments of a 

«avboſe ' honour is in God, will have no honour given 
to them v, and therefore they neither worſhipped nor 
adored Angels, Archangels, Cherubims nor Sera- 
phins *. And there was a ſort of Hereticks called An- 
gelics in thoſe days, becauſe they were inclined to the 
.avorſbip of Angels, which were rejected by the Ca- 
tholick Church. And the invocation of Saints is of 
the ſame nature, being never uſed in the Primitive 
Church. They affirm in an ancient Council, T hey 
Know of no other Mediator between Goa and Man 
but only Feſus Chriſt v. St. John ſaid not, you have 
one, but Chriſt for your Advocate; he ſaia not, ye 
Save, but we have; for he had rather count himſelf 
among ſinners that Chriſt might be his Advocate, than I 7! 
make himſelf an Advocate, and be condemned for his A 
pride e. In this World we may help each other with I ti 
our prayers ana advice, but when we come before At 
God's throne, neither Noah, Job nor Daniel, can pray i 
for any, becauſe every man muſt bear his own bur- 1 
then a; wwe need not muſe any interceſſors to God as Wl ii 
<ve do to great men, for he will grant any thing i '" 
| ſooner upon our own requeſt than upon the petitions iſ 4 
| of others e. Beſides the moſt Ancient Fathers did not. 
= | believe the ſouls of the righteous did enjoy the Viſion th 
| ' of God, nor would be in full poſſeſſion of the glories P 
oft heaven until the time of he reſurrection ?: And de 
therefore they could not properly defire them to pray e 
ro God for them, eſpecially fince they alſo held, That Yi 
even Saints departed knew not what the living do, il ©: 
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20 nor their own Children's condition s; and why 

ſhould they pray to them who could not hear them? IN 
Lend | e : Rhew BY 
; Lactaur. Inſt. I. 2. c. 17. | th 
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Tom. VIII. Epiphan. Hæreſ. 60. Aug. Hæreſ. 39. 
| b Concil. Antioch. Bin. Tom. I. par. 2. 6 
e Aug: in 1 Ep. Joh. cap. 2. ver. 1. 4 Hieron. in Gal. 6. 


e hryſoſt. hom. in Matt. —— Dama. ee 3 | 
f Tuſtin Martyr, Irengus, Terrul. &c. paſſim. | 
Ss Aug. citat. in Gloſl. interlin. Jai. 63. 


98 


There were indeed fome Rhetorical Aouriſhes inthe 


fourth Century, that gave encouragement to th 


ſition of after-ages: But it was many ye | belve 


Ora pro nobis got into the Church Offices. It was in 
the Eighth Century that one of their Popes ſaid, be 
hoped by the interceſſion of the Saints to be deliver- 
ed from the preſſing weight of his fins h. And it 
was but of late, that their Church - adviſed men zo 
pray to ſuch Saints as Thomas of Becket, in order 
to obtain the remiſſion of their ſins i: for of old 
they did not think the Saints could beſtow ſuch favours. 
The Saints (ſaith Pope Leo) 4a not give but receive 
Crowns; from their courage we have examples of pa- 
tience, not gifts of grace*:; Therefore the formal 
Addreſſes made to the Saints, and the great expecta- 
tions from their interceſſions, are effects of Superſtition, 
and never uſed by the Primitive Chriſtians. 1 

Pariſh. Brit I remember he ſpake much of the ear- 
ly Veneration which the Chriſtians paid to the Re- 
liques of the Saints and Martyrs ; for if the Saints 


in Heaven could not have helped them, they would 


not have aaored their Reliques upon Earth. 

Prot. Min. This is to prove one Falſhood by ano- 
ther ; for, in the firſt Ages there was no Veneration 
paid to Reliques : We ſee the Apoſtles took no care 
to preſerve the Wood of the Croſs, which was pre- 
tended to be found on Mount Calvary three hundred 
Years after, by Conſtantine's Mother. The firſt Chriſ- 
tians buried St. Stephen, and it was near four hundred 
Years after, that his Reliques were brought into the 
Weſt, where never any ſuch were ſeen before, and then 
they firſt pretended to work Miracles by them, greater 
than ever Chriſt did Ii. In the Primitive Times, they 
derided the Heathens for thinking that = 
? e woul 


b Epiſt. Paul I. An. 758. Bin. Tom. 3. par. 1. 
i Matt. Paris An. 1173. | 
* Leo Magn. a Caſſundr., Conſult. p. 589. 
| ? Baron; An . An. 416. 6 c | 
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would worthip the dead Body of a Martyr . And 
when once the pretence of theſe Reliques working 


Miracles had gotten root, then the Fathers obſerve, 


That divers Cheats went up and down with feigned Re. 
liques, and got money by ſhewing them to the Pec le; 
the Bodies of Thieves were adored inſtead of 
artyrs u, and a door was opened to all the Deluſions 


chat could be invented: ſo that at this diſtance of Time 


they are the wiſeſt men who doubt of all that are now 
prerended to be Reliques, and believe Intereſt hath in- 


| vented the Miracles ſaid to be done by them. 


+ Pariſh. He ſaid, That the Bleſſed Virgin was de. 
clared the Mother of God by the third General 
Coumeil of Epheſus, and hath been adored by all 


 -Orthogox Chriſtians ever fince. 


Prot. Min. The Decree of the Council of Epheſus 
was not deſigned for the honour of the Bleſſed Virgin; 
but whereas Neſtorius aflerted, there were two perſons 
m Chriſt, and thatthe Human perſon who took Fleſh 
of the Virgin Mary, was not the ſame perſon with 
Chriſt the Son of God: The Holy Fathers (to aſſert 
the truth of Chriſt's being one perſon, by the union of 
the two Natures, Dirine and Human) do declare, 
That the Bleſſed Virgin was the Mother of that Per 


For» who was both God and Man, and fo ought to be 


called, The Morher of God. But for all this there is 
not one ſormal Prayer addreſſed to her, neither in that 
Council, nor in any of the Fathers for Four hundred 
years after Chriſt, though now the Addreſſes to Her 
are near one half of the Offices of their Church, 
which ſufficiently ſhews, they have altered the Primi 
tive way of Worſhip : For their own Authors confels 
it was near Twelve hundred years after Chriſt before 
there was any Preface in the Maſs relating to the Bleſ- 
fed Virgin, being firſt put in by Urban the Second o. 


| 225 And 
m Euſeh. Hiſt. l. 4. c. 15. LEAH I 
n Sui pic. Sever. Vita B. Martini, c. g. Knighton Chronic. Co. 
2402. o An. D. 1186. Bin. Tom. II. par. 2. pag. 200 
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Romiſh Prieſt," Anſwer d. 27 
And though many of the Ancient Fathers expound the 
Lord's Prayer, and preſcribe the daily uſe of it v, not 
one of them expound the Ave Mary, or mention 
it as a piece of Devotion: And Epiphanius par- 
ticularly reckons the Collyridians for Heretics, who 
made Oblations and celebrated Offices in the name of 
Mary, which he ſaith was a wicked and impious 
thing, contrary to the Scripture, and a Doctrine of 
Devils 2. Her Body indeed (faith he) was pure, hut 
nor divine; ſbe was a Virgin, but to be honoured, 


wot worſhipped 5 yea, ſpe 'worſhip's him that took 
fleſh of her——— She was @ choſen Veſſel, but fill 


fre was A Woman, her nature was not changed 
Therefore let Mary be hononred, hut the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt worſprpped. Let none adore 
Mary, nor any Man, much leſs any Woman; this 
Myſtery belongs to Goa, neither Angels nor Arch- 
angels are capable f this gloriication . And ſet- 
ting aſide thoſe Feſtivals which concern our Saviour, 
28 the Purification and Annunciation, the Feaſts of 
her Conception, Aſſumption, Sc. are of late date, 
invented in the times of Superſtition and Ignorance: 
And pure Antiquity would have been amazed to have 
ſeen and heard of ſo many Images, Altars, and 
Churches, ſo many Faſts and Feſtivals dedicated to her 
Honour, fo many Gifts and Oblations, ſo many Prayers 
and Supplications given and made to her Service, by 
Men that ſtill have the vanity to pretend to be of rhe 
014 Religion. 1 44 | | 
Pariſh, He told me, You have a peculiar Notion of 
Antiquity, limiting it uſually to the firſt three or 
four Centuries ; but even in that ſenſe they have very 
grear advantage of you in their Latin Service : For 
the Offices have been performed in Latin in the Ro- 
man Church ever ſince the Apoſtles days. wy 

ror. 


p Cypr. Tertul. Auguſtin. Cyril. &c. 
4 Epiphan. hæreſ. 78. pag. 468. 
© Idem hæreſ. 79. p. 471, 472. 
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2 The Planſile' Argument of a 


| + Pryor.” Min. The firſt and earlieſt Ages of Chriftia. 

| nity no doubt were the beſt, and if they would imitate n. 
: them, we would not differ. But in this Point of La. Wl 
1 tin Service, they would put a groſs Fallacy on us, at 


The firſt planters of the Goſpel at Roms did (tis like. 
1y) make publick Prayers in Latin, becauſe that was 
the Language then underſtood by the Common people 
there, and if theſe Men followed their Example, their 
38 t to be in Italian at Rome, and in Spa- 
niſh, French, Engliſh, Sc. in other Countries. The 
Apoſtles would have all men in public pray 2012h un- 
Aerſtanding, and fo as to be edified i, and therefore 

they made Prayers in Languages that were generally 

0 rſtood; but they keep their Offices in a Tongue 
| that is only known to the Learned, that ſo none can 
underſtand or be edified by them but a few Scholars, 
and they differ as much from the Primitive Chriſtians, 
as from the Apoſtles in this; for the Fathers tell us, 

T he Greeks pray in Greek, and the Latins in Latin; 
and in lite manner every one prays to God, and 
praiſes him as well as be is able in his own Dialect, 
and the Lora of all Languages hears them that pray 
in all Tongues, as if they ſpake the ſame words 
They blame Hereticks for uſing a few unintelligible He- 
brew words in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm eu, and 
condemn ſuch as would uſe any Greek Hymns in the 
Countries where they ſpoke Latin *: And where there 
lived people of divers Nations together, they allowed 
them all to praiſe Chriſt in their ſeveral Tongues ?. 
They tell ns, That the People anſwered their ſhare of 

. the orgy, and always joined with the Prieſt 
in it ®, and therefore it muit then have been in the Vul- 
gar Tongue. It cannot be denied, but the Greek 


7 3 Cor. xiv. ver. 15, & 26. t Origen. in Celſum, lib. 8, 
"= 'Fren. adv. hæreſ. l. 1. c. 18. 
* Ambroſ. Com. in 1 Cor. xiv. _ „ Hieron. Epiſt. 48. 
= Chryſoſt. in 2 Ep. ad Corinth. Rom, 112. 
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not only that the Armenians *," Facobites and Abaf. - 
cab. have their public Prayers in a known, Tongue 
at this day z but that anciently all Offices were celebrat- 
ed in the Gothic , Sclavonic a, and other Vulgar Bu- 
ropean Languages even in Churches that held 
Communion with Rome: , Yea, the very Þ Opes, be- 
fore Chriſtendom was enſlaved; to them, allowed the 
Divine Offices ſhould he celebrated, and Sacraments ad- 
miniſtred in Cities where People of different Languages 


9 , 
* 


lived, according to their ſeveral Tongues f, and per- 
mitted the Greeks to have their Greek Liturgy even in 
Rome it ſelſ s. Their own old Authentic Expoſitor 
affirms, That in the Primitive Church, Prayers: were 
made in the Fulgar Tongue b: And a Cardinal of 
theirs hath declared, It were more agreeable to Ct. 
Paul's Doctrine, and more to Ediſicatiou, it were 
ſo now iu the Roman Church; Jet againk the opi- 
nion and practice of the Apoſtles and Fathers, and of 
all the ancient Church, and againſt the Senſe. of di- 
vers of their own Authors, this praying publickly in a 
known Tongue is proyibited, and 8 y laid aſide, 
and the people remain without either comfort, proſit 
or devotion, all the while they are preſent at their 
prayers, meerly as a Mark of their Subjecłion to that 
Church, whoſe Will is an abſolute Law, and who calls 
ol New Devices by, the improper name of The Ola 
eggs. Mens d vw and 
Pariſh. However be confidently afirmed, That 
WOO SPE their Latin Maſs, the People are. 
more de vout with them, than at our Engliſh Com- 
munion Service, becauſe they are aſſured Chriſt's na- 


2 Rich. Septem caſtr. de Turc, fol. 48. 
d Ludolf. Hiſtor, Athiop. 1. 3, c. 10. < Walafrid. Strabo lib, 7, 
Ene. Sylv. hilt. Boem. cap. 13. An. 90. 1 
Aventini Annal. lib. 4. | 8 3 HS F2- 
f Innoc. 3. An. 1200, Decret. Greg. l. 1. Tit, 31. cap; 14. 
E Paul 1. apud Bin. Concil. Tom 3. p. 1. | 24 
b Lyra Com. in 1 ad Cor. xiv. 1 Sina. Com. in eund. loc, 
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Churches had their Offices in Greek, and we can prove 


tural 
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30 The Plaigſille ; Arguamonts of a 
rural Fleſh" an Blood is in the Sacrament, which 
was the Opinion alſo of all the Ancient Fathers. © 
Pro Min. True Devotion confiſts not in Croſſing, 
Bowing, and external Adoration, it lies in the Heart, 
vu; they ſhould not judge becauſe they cannot ſee ; 
bur if they could; im regard our People believe Chrift 
to be truly and really elent there, they would diſcern 
they areas deeply affetted with this Myſtery as any of 
theirs; but fince Cod knows this, it fuffices us. And 
as their Opinion doth” not tend more to the promoting 
Devotion than our, ſd it is not ſo ancient by far as 
ours” is: For they affirm, the ſubſtance of the Bread 
is gone after Conſecra tion: But the Fathers lay, Our 
Bodies are nouriſbe a by rbe Bread and Wine *. That 
after the divine Invocution it conſiſts T wo parts, 
de one Earthly; the orber Heavenly >. ' That as 
to the material part, „ Ne org Draught m, T hat 
it 4orh not mingle on o Perſons ith Grip, nor unite 
our Subſtances; ciate our ions, and 
e o. Rae 'The Fathers i it, The 
gure of bis Body The Memorial" of his Body 
40 0% p, and (even after Cotfſecration) The Auti- 
types uf 2 Holy Body and Blood 4. And they teach, 
"hat t6 take the eating Chriſt's Hie, and drinking 
 CbrifFs Blood, (as the Jews” did Jobn vi. and theſe 
Mer new do) acrording to the Lerrer, makes it a 
killing eiter . They vbſer ve, that Our Lord calls 
himſelf the Bread of Life, and the Bread his Boay; 
giving t his Boly the name of 25 ; Symbol, and to 
nn Symbol the name of bis Boay*. He was then a 
Heretic. who maintained a Subſtantial change in the 
r after Conſecration: And he was thought Or- 


thodox 

L Juſt. Mare, Apol. 2 ren. adv. her. I. 5. c. 2. 
1 Irenzus lib. 4. cap. 34. m Origen. Hom. in a Matth. xv. 
. Cypr. de Cœn. Dom. 5 6. v Tertnl. in Marc. lib, 4. 
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hodox, Who denying chat kind of change, held; Thar. 


the Myſtical Symbols after Conſeeratio: do not paß 


out of their own nature, bur remain in their former 
ſubſtance yy They tell us, Chriſt called it bhi c a 44 
when he gave. the Sign of his Bodyn; And bring in 
our Saviour ſaying to his Diſciples, Te muſt n 3 
and ſpiricuaily what I have ſuid ro you, you are' 
not to ear this Body which you'ſee, nor to arink that 


Blood which ſpall be ſhed I t hoſe that Crucify me *. 


Gelaſius alſo, near Five hundred years after N 
Chriſt, affirmed in his Book againſt the Znrychians 


Dat the ſubſtance of the Breu au Wine remained 
| after Conſtcration vy. And this Change was not ex- 
" Epreſly affirmed in the Eaſt till near Eight hundred 
ears after Chriſt“ ; nor writ for by any Author in the 
» BE Weſt till Inno 818“; And immediately it was confut- 
ad and writ againſt by Bertram, and Rabanus Mau 
us, who calls it an Error anda falſe Opinion® : Nor 
„vas it defined at Roms till above One thouſand years 
4 ifter Chriſt . But 1 would gladly know what power. 
? 


2 
= 


Scripure (as you before ſhewed) and Antiquity (as I 
bare now proved) were againſt that Opinion: Scotas 


Opinion, without the Authority of the Church; Caje- 
tan alſo 4, and Bellarmin both believe ſo e. Cuſanus 

# Fowns, that ſome of the Ancieats did not believe, that 
he Bread in the Sacrament was tranſubſtantiated or 
'3 changed in nature f. Scotus ſays, it was not made an 
% Article of Faith till the Lareran Councils: And Bi- 


A Vw. 


ö t dem Dial. 2. » Aug. contr. Adiamant. T. 6. 
9 * Aug. Com in Pfal. 98. Tom. viſi. K 


X, Binii Concil. Tom. II. par, 1. Baronii Annales Anno 497. 
| 2 Bellarm. de Euch. I. 1. c. r. 


Idem de Script. Focleſ. in Paſchaſ. Radb. 
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Xv. d Rab. Maur. Ep. ad Heribald. c. 33. © Tempore Greg. 7. 
, 4+ [ © Cajetan. Tom. 3. qu. 75. art, 1. q 
* Bellarm. de Euch. lib. 3. cap. 23. . f Calan, Exercit. I. 6. 
10 5 Ap. Bellarm. de Euch. l. 3. c. 32. „ 
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the Church had to determine this matter, when both 


ſaid, There was not. enough in „ N to prove this 


ſhop 


ke. * | Arguments of 4 
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hop ry wah ſeems to make ita Queſtion, Whether-it 
bad not been better to have left it ſtill undefined h; 
Hao then can this Nez and unneceſſary Opinion be 

an Ancient Catholic Doctrine? 
Pariſh. Tou cannot imagine how he deſpiſes our Sa- 
crament, as 7 it were meer eating and drinking 
common Bread and Nine; but magnifies their Maſs, 
& being the exatt. intitation of Chriſt ana his Apo- 

tles way of celebrating this Myſtery. 

© Prot. Min. It is very Itreligiouſly done of him to 
ſcoff at our Adminiſtration, ſince we uſe the ſame 
matter, and ſay the ſame words that Chriſt did, and 
give it to all in bath Kinds, according to his Inſtitution, 
' whoſe directions we follow much more exactly than 
they, who have choſen divers thin Wafers inſtead of 
one Loaf, and whiſper the words of Conſecration in an 
unknown Tongue, and. cut off one half of this Sacra- 
ment by denying the Cup to the Laity, contrary (as 
they confeſs) to Chriſt's Inſtitution, and to the Apoſto- 
lic and Primitive practice, and therefore indeed their 
Sacrament (not ours) deſerves to be deſpiſed : And that 
vou may ſee how contrary they are to Antiquity in this 
raking the Cup from the People, 1 would have you con- 
fider that the Ancients ſay, One Cup: is diſtributed to 
all i, and that Nomen as well as Men drank of it *, 
as alſo, hat none were prohibited to drink of the 
Blood of the Chriſtian Sacrifice',' becauſe they couls 
not expett the People ſhould lay down their lives for 
Chriſt, if they gave them not his. Blood: before the 
Jatile u. But their own Authors ſuffice to prove this; 
Saronius grants it was ſo in the Apoſtles * su, and 
continued ſo for near Eleven hundred years or their 
time . Their own Editions of the Councils 1 * 
| | eople 
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h Tonſtal de verit. Corp. & Sang. Chriſti in Euch. | 
i Juſtin. Mart. apol. 2. Ignat. epiſt. ad Phil. adelph. Chryſol: 
hom. 18. in 2 Cor. ey | 
* Optat. Milev. lib. f. p. 40. Nazianz. de Gorgonia ſorore. 
1 Aug. queſt. in Levit. c. 57. m Cyprian. lib. 1. ep. 2. 
» Annal. Baron, an. 57, * Idem Append» ad An, 1118. 


Romiſh Prieff, Anſwered, 33 
people had the Cup in the time of the Council of Lao- 
licea v: And that a Biſhop in a General Council was 
cenſured for providing too little Wine for the People 
who communicated 2. And in a Weſtern Synod, thoſe, 
are accurſed who gave the People Grapes ſtead of 
Wine.*. Pope Leo decreed, none ſhould be permitted 


to receive the Bread without the Cup, as the Manz- 


chæan Hereticks then did f Pope Gelaſius counts it 
a horrid Sacrilege to divide the Sacrament, and to re- 
ceive one part without the other :. Yea, Pope Urban 
the Second in a Council ordained, .7 hat the People 


ſhould receive rhe Bread by it ſelf, ana the Cup by 


it ſelf u. Cafſander ſhews, that the Greeks do re- 
ceive in both kinds at this day, and that they did ſo 
in the Roman Church for a Thouſand years together; 
Their old Miſſals directing the Archdeacon to give the 
Cup to ſuch as the Biſhop had given the Bread x. And 
after all comes that audacious Council of Conſtance, 
and faith, That Norwithſtanaing the Inſtitution of 
Chriſt and the Primitive uſage was otherways, yet 
hereafter none but the Prieſts ſhoula receive the 
Cupy. And upon this they ground their groſs altera- 
tion in the Adminiſtration : But this is not all the dif- 
ference between the Primitive Sacrament and theirs : 
Of old, ſuch as did not Receive were turned out of 
the Church a:: Among them they ſtand by and gaze at 
the Prieſt; who for the moſt part receives alone, which 
was forbidden in the Ancient Church a. Among the 
genuine Fathers we: read of no elevating the Hoſt, for 
the People who do not communicate, to adore it; No 
at reign e 2 carrying 
- Þ Binius Tom. II. par. 1. pag. 285. 4 Concil. Chalced. AR. 10. 
Con. Bracar. 3. Can. 2. An. 675. 


Leo, Magn. Ser. 4. de Quadrag. 
t Apud Bin. Concil Tom. II. pat. 1. pag. 465. 


u Concil. Clermon. Can. 28. An. 1096. 
x Caſſandr. Conſul. de pace artic. 22. 
y Concil. Conſtant. Seſſ. 13. An. 1413 
2 Durand. rational. lib. 4. cap, 53+ 
2 Concil, Nannet. cap. 30. ig 
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34 The Planſible Arguments of a 
carrying it through the Streets in pompous Proceſſions; 
Notaking Money for ſaying this Office for Perfons de- 
ceaſed or abſent :: Then it was only a commemoration 

of Chriſt's Sacrifice on the Croſs ; Now it is made that 
very Sacrifice, and ſaid to be propitiatory for the 
Quick and Dead, and available to fetch Men out of 
a Purgatory which the Fathers never heard of. All 
this ma clearly made out, but that it would not 
ſute with our defi brevity : And if they ſtill have 
Confidence enough to overlovk their own monſtrous 
Variations from the Primitive pattern, and deſpiſe ſuch 
as cloſely follow it, their Pride will not hide their Er- 
rors from judicious Eyes, nor their Contempt hurt ſuch 
as do not deſerve it. 

Pariſh. This Gentleman bragg d extremely of their 
agreement with Antiquity, in obliging all people to 
Auricular Confeſſion, affirming, that we have left 
off this Primitive Uſage, and thereby opened @ Door 
ro all kind of Looſnefs. | 5 

Prot. Min. Boaſting of their own Way, or charging 
ours without proof, fignifies very little. The Confeſ- 
fion uſed in the Primitive Church was not whiſpered to 
a Prieſt, but made before the whole Congregation ; 

nor was it practiſed by all Chriſtians at fer times, but 
only by ſuch as had faln into ſcandalous Sins, as may 

be proved by innumerable places d; And particular! 

by that of St. Ambraſe, who asks the Sinner, Do 
thou diſdain to Confeſs in the Church to appeaſe rhe 
Almighty, and gain the Suffrages of the good People 
to plead for thee? Nothing is ſo ſhameful there as 
not to Confeſs*. Now this hugely differs from that 
cuſtomary and private Confeſſion to a ſingle Prieſt, 
uſed in the Church of Rome. And divers of the Fa- 
thers ſpeak very {lightly of Confeſſions made to Men. 
St. CHhryſoſtom doth not require us to accuſe our ſelves 
8 90 | of To 

b ul, cap. 39, Cyprian. lib. 3. ep. 15, Sozom. hiſtor. 
Nb. 5 = 2 * armbroſ? Pp lib. 2. cap. 19: 
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fo others, but ro reveal our ways to the Tord d. St. 
Auguſtine ſaith, I hat have I to do with Men, that 
they ſhouts bear my Confeſſions, as if they could heal 
all my Grieß ? The Abaſſines (among whom there 
are many Remains of Primitive Antiquity) do not 
think the particular Confeſſion of Sins to a Prieſt was 


inſtituted by God, or is neceſſary to a Pardon f. And 


they wrong us in ſaying, We have left off the Primitive 
U 7 Par for we do adviſe Men under trouble of Mind 
for ſome private Sin, and ſuch as lie on their Death 
Beds, to Conſeſe their Sins to a Prieſt ; and we oblige 
notorious and ſcandalous Offenders to confeſs their 
Faults openly before the Church, as they did of Old; 
Only we do not make this a Sacrament as they do, nor 
make it abſolutely neceſſary for all Men, at ſet times 
in every year, to Confeſs into a Prieſt's Ear, as if no 
Pardon or Salvation could otherwiſe be obtained; fince 
we know it is not of Divine, but Ecclefiaſtical Inſtitu- 
tion: And therefore in divers Ages and Places it hath 
been variouſly practiſed. At firſt it was generally made 
publickly before all: Then in ſome Churches there was 


one Prieſt choſen to hear Confeſſions, but upon ſome - 


ill conſequenceg of that way, it was aboliſhed by Nec- 


tarius, Biſhop" of r and every Man left 
only to confeſs to Gods. And many years after, the 
People were at liberty either to confeſs only to God, or 


elſe to a Prieſt alſo, it they pleafed, provided they ex- 
om pardon only from God, and directions how to 
Repent from the Prieſt h. And in Gratian's time Men 
were not obliged to confeſs ro a Prieſt, no not in the 
Church of Nome i. Yea, Aquinas acknowledgeth this 
was never made neceflary there, till Innocent the Third 
| FOOT CT im- 
4 Chryſoſt. in Hebr. hom. 31. Tom. 4. | 

„e Avg. Confeſſ. lib. 10. cap. 3. 


8 Socrat. hiſt, lib. 5. cap; 19. Sozom. hiſt. Ib. 7. c. 16. 
h An. $13, Concil. Cabilon. 2. Can. 33. Bin. Tom 3. 
i Grat. du pœn, diſtin. 1. cap. 89. 
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impoſed it, Twelve hundred years after Chriſt k. And 
the later Caſuiſts think it is better to ſay, It was in- 
ſtituted by a Tradition of the Univerſal Church, than 
by the Authority of the Old or New Teſtament l. Jet 
you ſee the Univerſal Church never did agree as to this 
practice, which indeed may be of good uſe in ſome 
| caſes; but to force it on all as neceſſary to Salvation, is 
a N from the Ancient Uſage. Nor is it any 
check to Sin, as it is managed in the Roman Church, 
where we may complain as an old Council doth, That 
anens Repentance is not performed according to the 
Canons, but in a baſe manner; for. ſo often as they 
in, ſo often they require to be abſolved by the 

M's m. The Rich get off for a little Money, and 
the Poor with ſome {light Penance, and that encourages 
them to fin again, fince they can ſo eafily be forgiven. 
Not one in a thouſand reforms any one Crime by this 
means, and it tends rather to increaſe the Wealth and 
the Authority of the Prieſts, than to mend the Manners 
.of the People; ſo that it is neither ancient nor uſeful, 


and for thoſe two Reaſons we leave Men at liberty, un- 


. Jeſs in ſome extraordinary Caſes. 10 | 
.: Pariſh, He labour'd to perſuade me, that all their 
Penances and Methods of Satisfaction impoſed upon 


Offengers, and alſo their Indulgenoes granted to Pe- 


autents, are an exact imitation : of the Diſcipline of 


Feels. 

Prot. Min. If you were ſo well acquainted with the 
Ancient Diſcipline, and their new. Devices, as to be 
able to compare them, you would admire at his con- 
fidence; but you may truſt this ſhort account from me: 
The Primitive Penances conſiſted in ſuſpending Men 
for ſome time from Communion with the Faithful in 


the higheſt Offices of Religion, ef) pecially the Holy Sa- 


© cramen, 


k T. Aquin. in 4 lib. Senten. diſt, 17. 
Jo. Semec. de pœenit. diſt, g.. 
w Anno 589. Conc, Toletan. 3. Can. 11. 
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crament n, and they were always performed in publick; 
The Penitents having a diſtinct place in the Chureh o, 
and a Habit different from other Chriſtians, wearing 
Sackcloth and being Barefoot, and ſometimes Shaven v, 
with Proſtration and many Tears, begging the Prayers, 
of all good People 4. In private alſo they ſpent their 


time, not in Secular buſineſs r, but in Devotion and 


Mortification, in ſtrict Faſting, and great Auſterities, 
bewailing their Offences, and giving proof of their 
Reſolutions to amend their Li ves, and this for one, two, 
or more years, according to the nature of their Crime. 
And the ancient Indulgences were no more, but a re- 
laxation of the time. of theſe Severities granted them 
without any Money, by their own Biſhop only *, who 
knew their ſtate, and was fit to judge of the ſincerity 
and, ſufficiency of .their Humiliation and Repentance *. 
All which was purely deſigned to bring Offenders truly 
to Repent, and to warn others. not to offend : But the 
Penances impoſed bythe Roman Church are performed 
in private, and are generally. very ſlight, and no way 
tending to ſhame the Sinner, or Cure the Vice: Such 
g Faſting a few days extraordinary from ſome kinds of 
1 ſaying longer or more Prayers than uſual, going 
in Pilgrimage to pretended Religious places, or (which 
is moſt common) giving a Sum of Money to the 
Confeſſor, or to ſome Church or Monaſtery. And 
though the perſons are as Merry, and in all other things 
uſe AIC. freedom as any other Men, ſhewing no 
ſigns of Sorrow for the paſt Crime, nor giving any 
teſtimony of Intentions to amend, they are abſolved 
by their Ghoſtly. Father, and made believe they are 
now clear from fin : But how the Holy Fathers of Old 
would have liked this, you may gueſs by theſe few 
bes | " "T2 — Sayings, 

n Sozom. hiſt. lib. 7. cap. 16. 

o Balfamon. not. in Concil. Nic. 1. Can 11. 

p Concil. Agath: Can. 15. 4 Tertul. de pœn. cap. 9. 


7 Rhegia, de Eccleſ. diſc. I. 1. cap. 313. 
1 Apol ol. Can. 12. & 13. Concil. Ellib. Can. 953. Antiochon. 


Concil, Can 6, © Concll, Laodic. Can. 2. 
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Sayings,” 756 number of Offenders invreaſt, when 
they are made to hope they can buy off the Guilt . 
He relies bn ne god hopes ho thinks to eſtape, 
wot becauſe he is Virtmous, but AER he is Rich x. 
you wem give all you have, aud do not ſorſake 
Jour ſius, you are ſadly deceived, for yon toſe your 
Money and get no Pardon v. And for Inrdulgences, 
they are now engtoſfſed wholly by the Pope, who-ſends 
Men into all Biſhops Dioceſſes to ſell them, the Sellers 
being meer Stra to the Purchaſers ; the Scandal of 
which vile Traffick gave the firſt occaſion to the Re- 
formation : But for their Original, Nature and Effects, 
rake that in their own Authors words: T here is no- 
tÞing for Thinlgences in Gods Word, They were 
not made known by the Scripture, but by the Authority 
of the Roman Church, and of e Pope, which is 
greater . They began but under Gregory the Firſt, 
ani after him the Crop of Tndulgences inoteaſed by 
negrees, ſo that many afterwards reaped no ſmall 
harveſt of them; One of the firſt being Boniface the 
Ninth, in whoſe time theſe Pardons were not only 
yanred with a liberal hana, but (as Platinaà writes) 
Frequently fold as common Ware, Alexander the 
Sixth alſo inſtituted à ꝓubilee, and fer np this 
rattice in 4 Conmries, 1. al moſt in wer 
or his 07 „ as well as fo the benefit: of Chriſ 
ian 404 in the ſame place, 2 Till 
People ha for forme time been terrified with Suma. 
tory, none for ht for Indulgenoes, for all the credit 
rhem depends on this d. And for the effects of 
them, an Old Hiſtorian of their Communion obſerves, 
that when Pope nocent granted Indulgences to thoſe 
who would go into the Holy Land, The Monk 
preaches, 


* Arnob. adv. gent. lib. 7. * Salv. ad Eccleſ. Cathol. lib. ! 
y Anguitin. hom. 2. Tom. 1d. Durand. lib, 4. diſt. 20. qu. 
a Sylveſt. Prier. adv. Lutherum. . 6 k 

d Polyd. Virgil. de invent. rer. lib, 8. cap. 1. 
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preached, that whoever was guilty of any ſin, though 
it were Parriciae, Inceſt, or Sacrilege, he was ab- 


ſolved from the guilt and puniſhment of theſe Crimes 


as ſoon as he had taken upon him the Croſs ; which 
Doctrine being variouſly conſtrued, opened a wide 
gap. ta all Iniquity; for many took occaſian from 
hence, firſt to murder their private Enemies, ana 
then to lift themſelves far the Holy War *. So that 
the learned and pious Men of their own Church eſteem 
them a Novel Device, and look on them as a great 
ſcandal to their Religion ; and can theſe be imitations 
of pious Antiquity ? 

_ Pariſh, You ſeem to grant the Doctrine of Purga- 
tory is ſomewhat older than the practice of Indul- 
gences: Bur this Gentleman ſaith, All the Holy 


| Fathers did believe this Third place as firmly as 


they 4i4 Heaven or Hell, and he ſeemed very earneſt 
on this Point, becauſe Their Maſſes for the Dead, 
ang Oblations from dying Perſons, as well as Gifts 
from their Friends, which bring them in much ad- 
vantage, do all rely ou this Foundation. : 
Prot. Min. The Ancient Fathers frequently mentian 
Heaven and Hell, but we never meet with any thing 
of Purgatory in any of them but Origen, who con- 
fefſes he took his Notion from the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers d, and was (for this very Opinion) condemned 
as a Heretic in the Fifth General ncil ©. But the 
Orthodox Fathers hold Principles which utterly ſub- 
vert the very Notion of a temporary purging Fire to 
cleanſe us after this Life; they ſay, I hen we? go from 
hence there is no more place for Repentance or Sa- 
tisfaftion, mens Sins being either remitted or re- 


rained here*. After the Night of this Life there is 
0 C : * . 


4 720 


Aventin. An. lib. 7. p. 530. 

4 Orig. in Celſ. lib. 5. 
© Apolog, Græcor. in Concil. Baſil, 
r Cypr. ad Demetr. 5 22. | 
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in in this World i. And St. Salvian very plainly de- 
clares, that F a Son were ſo pious, that to eaſe his 
Father's pains, he would give moſt of that be left 
him, it would ao 10 good k. Tea, it happens, that 
one of their own Popes either never knew this Tradi- 
tion of Purgatory, or elſe had forgot it; for he 
writes, That he had read of the right Hand, and of 
the left, but knew of no third place l. And he alſo 
declares, Chriſt gave no power to his Church to Ab- 
ſolve any man after he was dead u. St. Anonſtine, 
who relates it as the fancy of ſome, that there might 
be ſome purging by Fire, adds there, That he doth not 
confirm that Opinion, though he do not go about to 
confute it a. And he- elſewhere ſaith, There are two 
Habitations, the one in eternal Fire, the other in an 
everlaſting Kingdom o. There is (ſaith he) 0 Mid- 
ale place wherein. you can put Infants vd. And in 
many places of his Works, he lays it down for an un- 
deniable Principle, That as Death leaves us, Juag- 


ment ſoall ind us; and as we go out of this life, 
de ſpall be found iu the neut life 4. Nor can any 


rhing help us then, which wwe did not do while abe 
were here r. All which places are perfectly irreconcile- 


able with the preſent Doctrine of the Roman Church 


about Purgatory ; which indeed is a late Device, 
s,'told in an ignorant, 


eg on fabulous Le 


"ſuperſtitious, and credulous Age: And about Five 
hundred years ago, an Hiſtorian, who was of the 


Com- 


s Nazianz. in Paſch. Orat. 42. b Epiphan. her. p. 223. 
i Sat 7 =p in Gen, hom. 5, k Saly, ad Eccleſ. Cathol. lib z. 
I Gelaiti Epiſt. 7, Bin. Tom. 2. par. 1. pag. 474%  , . , 
m Tbid. p: . » Aug. de Civ. Dei, I. 21. c. 34. 
> Id. de Verb. Ap. Serm. 18. Pu Idem Serm. 14 
4 Aug ad Heſych. Ep. 80. Idem de Temp. Serm, 88s. 


. 


„ 0 4- 


Woo © 


DS ©S 


3 178 


_ » RomiſhPrieft, A 


Clergy, can pretend to 40. WOT. 
Prot. Min. In the Primitive times the Clergy were 
left at liberty, either to Marry or not, as they are with 


> EP 
his time) ſome affermed there was a Purgatory ſ. And 
long after Cardinal Fiber, Biſhop of Rocheſter, ſaith, 
There is little or uo mention of Purgatory among the 
Ancients, and it is not believed by the Greeks at this 
day — adding, That it was not much older than 
Indulgences d: So that this Opinion which the modern 
Roman Church makes an Article of Faith, is neither 
true nor ancient, and is maintained only for that Rea- 
ſon for which it was firſt deviſed, that is, to fright 
Men into giving liberally to the Church to pray them 
out of theſe Imaginary Torments, the hopes of e. 
ſcaping which by Gifts at their Death, I fear encourages 
many to go on in Sin all their Life, and betrays them 
into the real and endleſs Torments of Hell- Eire at laſt; 
which is a ſad Conſideration for the defenders of this 
Doctrine. EL DIES Pa. 1 5 F 4 
- Pariſh. He told me, the Prayers of their Clergy 
are much more effectual thandboſe of our Miniſters, 
becauſe they are all Unmarried, and live in à ſtate 
of greater perfection; adding, That their Secular 
Prieſts by the Vow of Singlelife, and their Regulars 
(that is, Friars aud Nuns) by that Vow aud two 
more, of Poverty and Obedience, come far nearer 
the Primitive Pattern than thoſe, whom we' call 


% 


us, and when ſome more zealous than wiſe laboured to 


get Single life impoſed on the Clergy in the firſt great 
Council ; Paphnutius Rood up and told them, The 
Apoſtle had left Marriage free, and to prohibit it to 


the Clergy would be an unreaſonable Yoke, and a 
dangerous Snare to many; whereupon the Motion 
© Otto priſingen. Chron. I. 8. cap. 26. An. 1146. 
1 


t Roffenſis apud. Polyd. Virgil. lib. 8. cap. 1. Pen 
'» Socrat, hiſtor. lib. '1, cap. 8, Sozom. lib, 1. cap. 22. 


. 
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was then quaſhed, and the &recian Priefts continue to 
enjoy the liberty of xr 4 to this day. It is a very 
Ancient Council which ſaith; F any man make ſuch 
diſtinction between the married and unmarried 
Prieſts, that he will not receive the Communion 
from 4 married Man, let him be accurſed *. Lea, 
givers eminent Biſhops of old were Married, the Fa- 
ther of Polycrazesy, Chæremon Biſhop of Nilus, 
Phileas Biſhop. of 7 hmmuita, Spiridion, Gregory 
Nyſfen, Gregory Nazianzen, both Father and Son, 
Hilary of Poictiers, and many others ®. The fixth 
General Council condemns the Cuſtom of the Roman 
Church, in impoſing a Vow of Single life on Prieſts 
and Deacons . And though the Roman Church uſed 
all means to force this Vow upon the Weſtern part of 
the Chriſtian World, yet in France Prieſts of old were 
allowed one Wife d. And in Germany, when the Pope 
taboured to bring in Single life there, almoſt Nine 
hundred years after Chriſt, it was oppoſed by Hularic 
Biſhop of Ausburgh in a very learned Epiſtle e. And 
; Aventinns aſſures us, that Priefts then had Wives in 
that Country, as well as Lay-men 4; he alſo highly 
cenſures Hilaebraud, who above One hundred years 
after laboured by ill means to bring in that pooliſh ans 
ew Doctrine, aud peſtilent Hereſy of making, the 
Clergy renounce their Wives e. The Engliſh Clergy 
alſo had Wives, if they pleaſed, till (as our Hiſtorians 
tell us) this Hildebrand removed married Prieſts from 
: cekebrating arvine Offices, forbiading Lay- men to 
bear  thewr Maſſes, without any Precedent, ani (as 
many thought) one of an iuconſiaerate Prejudice, 4- 
gæinſt the Opinion of the Fathers, which gave ſo 
* ver | AOJETTAN 17-93 Di great 
* Concil. Gangr. Can, 4. An. 361. y Euſeb. I. 5. cap. 23. 
= Beveregii Annot. in 5. Can. Apoſtol. pag. 18. | 
* Concil. 6. Conſt, Can, 13, b Capitul, I. 7. cap. 93 · & cap. 353» 
< Wolf. Merror. lect. Tom. 1. An. 8. 
d Ayentin. Annal. I. 4. An. 940. ez 

dem Annal. lib, 5. cinc. Att» 1080. 
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great a Scandal, that no Hereſy aid ever more ſadly 
divide tbe Church *. Tet be could not effect it bere, 
till the Cardinal of Crema, about Fifty years after, 
in the Morning, forbia Prieſts marriage in à Coun- 
ci] at London, and at Night was taken with a Lewd 
woman; a thing indeed (ſaith the Hiſtorian) very 
ſcanda lous, but it cannot be denied, and ought not ta 
be concealed :: They are Monks who relate the Rory. 
And how much this Vow of Chaſtity conduces to in- 
creaſe the Holineſs of the preſent Roman Clergy, and 
adds to the efficacy of their Prayers, one of that Church 
ſhall ſpeak for me : It is. ſaſtcientiy manifeſt how far 
_ the: Monaſtic life is degenerated from its firſt Ori- 
ginal——-—T heir Religion is turned into Saperſti · 
tion, and an empty \ſhew of Piery, their Riches hava 
choked their Devotion ſo rhat you cannot find 
more licentious aud profane Lives any where than 
in ſome Aſonaſteries bh. As for the other two Vows, 
their Poverty is meer Hypoeriſy, for their main buſineſa 
this ſix or ſeven Hundred years hath been to get Money, 
by all kind of Artifices, which they have plenty of 
in Common, and every Single man enjoys affluence 
under the pretence of having no propriety. And as 
to their Obedience, it prepares them to exZXute even 
the moſt deſperate Commands of their Superiors, and 
makes them dangerous to all who are not their Friends. 
Nor can they ſhew theſe Vows were ever univerſally {| 
impoſed in the Ancient Church: So that if they ot | 
of 'theſe rn they glory in their Shame, a 
their Novel Ulurpation on that liberty which Chriſt 
gave his Miniſters, by the falſe, but ſpecious Title of 
an Ancient and Catholic Tradition: And after all, 
7 the Proteſtant Clergy, both Married and Wr 


f Radulphus de Diceto, An. 1074, Matth. Paris item An. 1074. 
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err illy live more regular and ſoberly than any ſort 
pf their Clergy do, and — God who 
heareth not Sinners, will ſooner receive their Prayers, 
than thoſe of ſuch whoſe wantonneſs is aggravated by 
Werde Perjur rr... 
* Pariſh, Nur e me one notable proof of the 
Holineſs of their Prieſts,” becauſe they can caſt out 
th Devil out of thoſe who are poſjeſſed, as the A. 
foſthes and Primitive Paſtors did, which thing our 
Miniſters 40 not pretend to. 11928942 
Prot. Min. It is ſome. Queſtion, whether there be 
any Perſons now that are really poſſeſſed; and it is cer- 
tain that divers Im poſtures of this kind have been diſ- 
cover d to have been carried on by the Roman Emifla- 
ries for their on advantage, and therefore though this 
be a time in which ſuch miraculous Operations done to 
the ſatisfaction of judicious and inquiſitive Perſons 
might be of great uſe, they are rarely pretended to by 
the Romaniſts of late. And we know this power of 
Qaſting out Devils was a temporary gift like thoſe of 
Tongues, Healing the Sick with a Touch, Cc. which 
were all to ceaſe, when the Goſpel was once planted; 
whence St. Auguſtine ſaith, Miracles were neceſſary 
before the World did believe, that it might believe i. 

And again, H her: the Catholic Church was ſpread 
over the whole Nola, aud eſtabliſhed; Meracles were 


% 


i Aug. de Gin. P: 
e 


* Tdemde vera Relig. cap. 25. 


9 0 | ; = — — 
Romiſh Prięſt, Hnſeber d- J 
rhe Faith was increaſed, Miracles were ro ceaſe, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, They were \wrought fur the 
ſale , Unbelievers m. And they only were to do ne 
Miracles who had new Dottrines to preach n. New 
Revelations, wherher of the Law or Goſpel, needed 
new Miracles, but for the oda Doctrines of both, 
none are now- neceſſary o. 80 that we Proteſtants 
who keep cloſe to the Old Religion, taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and ſufficiently confirmed by real and 
well — Miracles, do not pretend to work new 
Miracles; and they who boaſt of this power, give a 
great ſuſpicion they have a new Religion to advance. 
We grant there was in the Primitive Ages, though no 
diſtindt order of Exorciſts (as now in the Roman 
Church) yet a power of Caſting out Devils, but in the 
fourth Century Exorciſing was no more than Catechi- 
2ing the newly Baprized, and putting Principles in- 
to them contrary to thoſe Tenets they held while they 
ſerved the Devil. Hence Balſamon expounds Exor- 
ciſing, in the Council of Zaogicea, to fignify Cazechi- | 
Ing the Unbelievers”, and Harmenopulus on the 
I Council of Antioch ex pounds Exorciſts, Catechiſts a. 
I So St. Cyril adviſes his People to nabe haſte to Cate 
| chizing, and with diligence to attend to the Exor- 
| cſs which he ſaith, are divine, and gathered 
out of God's Word. And this kind of Exorcifing is 
- | uſed with great conſtancy and care by our Clergy ; 
but to pretend falſly to a miraculous gift, which 
IX ceaſed long ſince, and to lay a bold claim to one of 
theſe gifts, when we have no ſhadow of the reſt of 
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m Sedulii Com. in 1 Cor. xiv. 22. 35 9 N ' 
n Greg. Magn. hom. 4. in Evang. | 
; o Feri Comment. in lib. Judic. | 

p Balſam. annot. ad Concil. Laod. Can. 26. 


In Concil. Antio:h. Can. 10. epit. Can. Sect, 1. Tit, 9. 
r Cyril. Hieroſ. præf. ad Catech. pag. 4, & 5: EIT 
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The Planſible Argumeiits of a 
theſe gifts, which ought to remain now as well as Caft. 
ing out Devils; This we dare not do, for we do not 

3 deviſed Fables: Let we can prove 
that by the Prayers and Faſtings of our Minifters, 
6 have been delivered from | 
' of 2 but we aſcribe this not to our Sanctity, 

or the merit of our Prayers, but to the infinite Mercy 
of Almighty God; nor do we call all the Diſtem pers, 
of which we cannot tell the Cauſes, poſſeſſions of the 
Devil, to magnify our performances, when by good 
natural Means and Prayers the Perſon is reſtored. 
But I hope you will not think their confidence to be 
an Argument they are in the right, nor conclude from 
our modeſty we are in the wrong. 

\ Pariſh. I aamire how they can have the Forehead 
to boaſt ſo openly and conſtantly, that all the Holy 
Fat bers, aud all the Ancient Councils are on their 
ſide, in every point diſputes between them and us, 
when the contrary is ſo manifeſt, that I am apt to 
think their Learned men cannot but know they evi- 
gence againſt them. 1 e 

Prat. Min. There is an undeniable proof of their 
knowing the genuine Fathers are againſt them, from 
their dealing with thoſe Ancient Writers, in whoſe 
names of old there were near 200 Treatiſes put out, 
which Sixtus Senenſis, Bellar mine, Poſſevine, and 
other learned Romaniſts confeſs to be {purious ; and 
pet divers of their Modern Writers in this Controverſy 

quote theſe forged Authorities againſt us, as is largely 
made out by divers hundred of Inftances in Dr. James 
his learned Treatiſe of the corruption of Scriptnre; 
Councils and Fathers ſ. Secondly, Thoſe Works of 
the Fathers which are genuine and make againſt them, 
they make no ſcruple to corrupt, by adding, leaving 
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but; and altering Words and Sentences in their late 
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E- 
ditions of them, of which the aforefaid Author hath 
given fifty Examples*. And the fraud of ſuppreſſing 
one whole Epiſtle of St. Chryſoſtom's, which confutes 
Tranſubſtantiation, hath. been lately made out by a 
learned Pca u. Thirdly, and eſpecially, This is clear 
from the myſtery of their Expurgatorian Indexes, by 
which they blot out, correct, enlarge, or alter all fi 
Sayings of Ancient Fathers and other Catholic Au- 
thors, as ſeem to oppoſe their Church's Opinions, and 
as a ſecret Committee of packt Inquiſitors thus fits the 
Copies for the Preſs, ſo they are printed, ſold and 
read in all Countries of the Roman Communion : 
ſo that whoever ſells or reads any other Editions 
but thoſe which are ſo purged, is in danger of the In- 
22 x, And in this point the Juncto of Cen- 
urers have taken ſuch ſtrange liberty, that in Her- 
iram's Book they read Tuviſibly for Viſibly v. And 
many ſuch like alterations they have made in other 
Authors, of which innumerable Examples are col- 
lected to our hands. It was intended by the con- 
trivers of this Device, that the Cenſurers and In- 
quiſitors ſhould keep the directions for theſe Alte- 
rations ſecret, and not communicate Copies of them 
to any Body“. But by Providence the Index of 
_ fell into Proteſtant hands at the taking of 
ales, and thoſe of Belgium and Rome were both 
at laſt procured with much difficulty, and are 
now made public to the great ſhame of thoſe, 
who out of a diſtruſt of their Cauſe, dare not let 
the Ancients and others ſpeak their own _ 


r Ibid, Corrupt. of the true Fathers. Par. II. J 
uv Appendix to thedefence of the Lxpoſ. of the Doctrine of the 
Church of England, 1686. HER | 
x . — E IV. 
Index expurg. pag . 57> | 
* Diploma N. Hifpan, in Indic. Belgic. Fræſat pag. 38. 
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but ſuppreſs the Truth, and ſuborn falſe Witneſs 
to 2 their Novel Opinions; and we may 
— wh nem 


hem of Rome as Arnobius did to their An- 
ts, To intercept Writings, aud ſtrive to 
conceal à public. Evidence, is not to defend the 
Gods, but to fear the reſtification of the 
licy, and Sirus Senenſis in his Epiſtle to Pope 
Pius the Fifth, commends him highly for 


Purging and cleanſing all Catholic Writers, and 


eſpecially the Writings of the. Fathers, Ve 
apes it a ſufficient SY of | their being con- 
vinced, that genuine Antiquity is not on their ſide. 
And I hope you are now ſo fully ſatisfied of this, 
that you will never be catch'd in this detected 
Pariſh. Sir, I heartily thank yon - for this 
great Trouble, and I am 'abundantly ſatisfied, 
that their boaſting of Antiquity . is | groundleſs 
and vain, and atſo that our Religion agrees 
with pure and Primitive Chriſtianity, as well 
as it aoth with Holy Scripture, and therefore 
T reſolve never to forſake it, being now fore- 
armed and prepares for the aſſaults of any that 

ſpall attempt to ſeauce me hereafter. 
Prat. Min. I could have made this out in more 
particulars, and given you many more Inſtances 
under every one of | theſe Heads; but theſe few 
of the plaineſt are eaſier to be remembred, and 1 
have no time now to enlarge: Therefore I ſhall 
Conclude with that Cenſure of one of their In- 
uiſitors upon the Opinions of Proteſtants, who 
aich, It is the moſt pernicions of all Hereſies, for 
ſome ſay, it bath continued ever ſiuce Pope Sil 
veſter's (that is, Conſtantine's) time; and others 
affirm it hath been ever ſince the time of tht 
| 3 | Apofties, 


* Arnob. adv. gent. lib. 8. 
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d Sixt. Senenſ. ep. dedic. prefix. Bibliothecæ. 
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Reiner. Inquiſ. adv. hæret. cap. 4. 
Ind. Belg, Regul. 4. & 6. 
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Apoſtles ©, We deſpiſe Cauſleſs Names, for ue 

oice with St. Paul, That after the way which 
they call Hereſy, ſo worſpip wwe rhe God of our 
Fathers a. We neither need nor uſe any Ar- 


tifice, but appeal to Scriptures, to Councils and 


Ancient Doctors, in their plain and natural ſenſe: 


We deſire all Perſons to read and examine our 
Arguments and Reaſons, our Proofs and Autho- 


rities taken from thence z whereas They (out of 


4 ſenſe of the weakneſs of their Cauſe) prohibit 


Bibles and Controverſies of Religion in the Vul- 


gar. Tongue in Catholic Countries ©, or allow 
em with great Caution. only» to. ſome perſons. 


And here they permit not their Proſelytes to read 
thoſe that are writ: on our fide, nor to exerciſe © 


their Reaſon or Jud ment in any of theſe Diſ- 
utes, Which methods are indeed very politick, 
= to all conſidering Men, they do very much 
diſparage their Cauſe, and render it highly ſuſ- 
picious ; ſo that I hope you will be in no danger 
ro be drawn in to exchange our truly Ancient, 
for their pretended old Religion, to throw away 
your Liberty and embrace a ſervile implicit Faith, 
to leave an Engliſh for a Latin Service, or for- 
ſake the whole Communion ſor one half of it. 
If Scripture and Fathers can ſhew any man the 
way to Salvation, you are certainly in that way; 
and if you live according to your preſent Principles, 


no doubt you ſhall be everlaitingly happy, and ſo. I 


bid you heartily, Fareavel. | 
| Pariſh. With a rthonſand Acknowledgments 
of Ju t Favours, and an humble Petition for 
your Prayers on wy behalf, I take my leave, aud 
ant your moſt Faithful Servant. 
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Traditions cited by the Fathers, in wha 
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Particularly roy by St. Auſtin 


Of the Peoples reading the Scripture, and of th 
Church's Authority 
T he Church the ſole Interpreter of Scripture, it 
; what ſenſe | 
= | - The Roman Chnrech not taken by the Fathers for th 
= | Catholic Church © II 
' Whether St. Peter ævas ſuperior to all the Apoſtles 
and Chriſt's ſole Vicar on Earth; and whethe 
the Poe of Rome was accounted by the Co” 
rive Chriſtians his Succeſſor = 
Wherher the Supremacy of the Pofe over all ache 
F . Biſhops were univerſally acknowledg'd by thi 
=. Ancient Fathers of the Church 20” 
|#F | Whether the Determinations of the Roman Church 
(| in matters of Faith, were ancientiy reputed in. 
allible 16 
[| hether any foint once determind by the Church, 
were ef old diſputable by the peopie 128 
Whether the Veneration of Images were always prac- 
wn tis in the Church from the time of Chriſt and 
\ | his Apoſtles | 20 
wn Of ihe / - SRI of Saints and Angels 1 F 


CON TENTS, 7” 
Of the Adoration of the Reliques of Saints and 
Martyrs Ns nh 


| Pl” 25 
Of the Worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin 26 
Concerning Divine Service in the Latin Tongue 27 


T he Opinion of the ancient Fathers concerning the 
Corporal Preſence ; | 


28 
Whether the Popiſh Maſs be an imitariuñ of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles 32 
Of Auricular Confeſſion 34 
Of Peuances and Indulgences : 36 
Whether the holy Fathers believed Purgatory 39 


Of the Popiſp Vous of Celibacy, Poverty, and Obe- 
arence | 41 

Wherher Popiſo Prieſts caſt out Devils 44 

Whether the genuine Writings of the Fathers favour 
the preſent Romiſh Church 46 


